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while he is still young, and in his cadet corps the boy who
is a born leader is systematically taught to submit to the
command of him who may be feeble and even incompetent,
but whom he is forbidden to despise. What is aimed at is,
to produce the sense that it is the corps as a whole for which
the individual must live, and, if necessary, die, and that
against this corps no individual claim ought to be asserted.
Self-effacement, the obligation of truthfulness, devotion to
the service of his nation, these arc the ethical lessons in
which the young Japanese officer is instructed with a
thoroughness and a courage which, so far as I know, has no
parallel in our time. He must rise early, abstain from
luxuries, cultivate the habit of being always busy, Amuse-
ments, as such, seem to be unknown in the Japanese officers'
school. Recreation takes the shape cither of exercises of a
kind which are useful for military purposes or of change of
studies, Whether any nation can continuously produce
generation after generation of officers trained up to this
high level I know not. What is certain is that such train-
ing has been practised in Japan during this generation.
The result is to be found in the descriptions of those who
were witnesses of the fashion in which the trenches of the
Russians were stormed at Liaoyang and Mukden. I do not
quote this case because it illustrates some extreme of the
capacity of human nature, On the contrary, this kind of
concentration has at all periods of the world's history been
demanded of and freely given by the scholar, We learn
from his example that when once the highest motives become
operative they prove the most powerful of all."1 These
motives are too seldom the effective forces in public action
in the countries in the West

The achievements of the Japanese since the adoption of
Western methods show that under the old civilisation, although
there was not much in the way of what is called scholarship,
there must have been intellectual qualities of a high char-
acter which prepared them for the reception of Western

1 The Dedicated Life: Addresses, p. 288,